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When QP Magazine was first published in 2003 
it quickly became apparent that there was 
an unusual problem. Too many of the really 
interesting watches and brands that we wanted 

to cover were simply not available in the UK, even in London. 
Yet we knew from our readers that there was a genuine and 
unsatisfied demand for brands overlooked by a conservative 
retail trade increasingly more interested in and, sometimes 
simply dependent on, the volumes of mega brands that could 
be shifted. Very few watch stores, even in London, seemed 
interested in engaging and challenging the growing numbers 
of people looking for the less obvious, the more individualist.

It is to Jura Watches’ great credit that they were prepared to 
step where more established names feared to go and built a 

new business intent on meeting this interest. When the doors first 
opened at Jura Watches on Mayfair’s Burlington Gardens a few 
years back, the number and variety of watches on offer in this 
country jumped immediately.

Just as important as the opening of the doors was the switching 
on of the servers behind Jura’s website. Watch collectors at all 

levels want to know more about the watches they are interested 
in, whether that’s the type of movement used, the history of 
the brand or the influences important to the designer. Jura has 
created a loyal following by meeting this need through content 
on the site and links elsewhere and it is again to the team’s 
credit it has blazed a trail in this respect.

The following pages should give you a flavour of the range 
and variety now on offer at Jura. We hope you enjoy.

James Gurney
Editor of QP Magazine
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CORUM ADMIRALS CUP MINUTE REGULATER 45

 CO-100   £215,000
Just 10 examples will be made of Corum’s exceptional Minute 
Repeater. Cased in rose gold and regulated by a tourbillon, 
the watch is even water-resistant to 30m.

UNLIMITED



More prosaic in 
title but equally 

striking in design 
the Space Leader 

Cargo Chronograph 
could easily be a 

professional diver’s 
watch, but is tough 

enough for any use. The 
interesting name actually 

comes from Fortis having worked with Volkswagen Design on the 
Space Leader line of watches, an old collection that Fortis had for 

decades. The Fortis Space Leader also featured in a Swiss science 
fiction film called Cargo. 

As the piece’s name 
suggests this is a 
watch designed not 
just for the rigours of 
launch into earth’s orbit, 

but to cope with the 
extremes of temperature 

and cosmic radiation that 
comes with stepping outside 

a space capsule. It has an 
intriguing story too as the watch 

was commissioned by Richard 
Garriott, the renowned video game 

designer and adventurer, who became 
the sixth private space explorer to visit the 

International Space Station and the first private individual to do a 
space walk, which he did wearing a Seiko Spring Drive Spacewalk. 
During his space flight, Garriott took part in several education 
outreach efforts from Amateur Radio to transmitting photographs from 
the Windows on Earth project. 
This watch is limited to 300 pieces worldwide and requires a 
£2,000 deposit when ordering. 
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BALL ENGINEER HyDROCARBON 
SPACEMASTER ORBITAL

   BL-334   £3,000

SEIKO SPACE WALK 
SPRINGDRIVE

The past ten years in watchmaking have seen the boundaries of what 
is possible and what is imaginable be pushed further than in any 
previous decade and way beyond what anyone could have 
conceived in the 1980s and 1990s. This great leap forward 

has been made possible by a virtuous circle of new materials 
creating new possibilities and spurring new ambitions – 
which led in turn to the discovery of yet more materials 
previously unknown to watchmakers. From silicon to 
ceramics via novel alloys, the range of materials 
used in contemporary watches is seriously 
impressive and has been a real spur to 
the imaginations of the designers.

The floodgates opened with the 
advances made in engine, chassis and 

body design in motor racing. As almost 
everyone in the sport shares an obsession for 
watches, it was not long before some of those 
involved started to suggest that materials such as 
carbon-fibre might have an application in timepiece 
design, while watch brands leapt at the chance of 
cementing the identification of their watches with the 
racing world. And, while in the beginning, these materials 
were used as little more than dial decoration, watchmakers 
quickly realised that they offered real benefits quite aside 
from the association with motorsport.

Lighter, stronger materials meant that more extreme designs 
could be attempted. Once those ideas were proven and 

accepted as normal, a form of extremist arms race started up 
with watches capable of withstanding ever more extreme limits of 
depth, temperature, magnetic fields and shock. While the absolutely 
most extreme watches were pioneered by the likes of Richard Mille 
and carried price tags comfortably into the £100,000 plus territory, the 
gadget brigade has followers at every level and the new found freedom to 
use unlikely materials and ideas has seen watches produced to designs that 
would have been unimaginable even 15 years ago. 

Ceramics may have been thought of as a case material in the 1980s but 
who then would have thought to take a ceramic Brembo brake disc 

and simply machine a watch case out of it as  Meccaniche Veloci has 
done. Similarly, watch companies have long had some fairly brutal bits 
of kit to test the strength of their watches, but who then would have had 
the idea of strapping the watch to the latest ejector seat from Martin-
Baker (Bremont’s MBII version is shown here, to qualify to buy an 
MBI, you will have had to successfully ejected from an aircraft).

And extremism is not just about materials, but about pushing 
the classical limits of design to breaking point and beyond, 

whether in terms of size – BRM’s R50 is a 50mm monster 
while U-Boat’s U-51 is a vast 51mm not counting the crown 
and accoutrements – or just sheer creativity as with Perrelet’s 
turbine. 

Space is, however, still the final frontier for wristwatches 
and brands have long been keen to show off their 

watches surviving the extreme conditions encountered 
even within craft such as the European Space 
Station. And as with any competitive area there is 
excellent variety, value and interest from the likes 
of Ball, Fortis and Seiko.

FORTIS SPACELEADER  
CARGO CHRONO

 FT-069   £3,030

EXTREME WATCHES

BETTER BY DESIGN

A unique meeting between race engineering 
and watchmaking, the Quattro Valvole started 

with pistons but has grown beyond, searching for 
new materials. Working with Italian brake specialists 

Brembo, Meccaniche Veloci brought a new material to 
the watch bench – carbon ceramic. Used in racecars for its 

strength, lightness and ability to dissipate heat quickly and 
perform flawlessly under stress, carbon ceramic is about as 

extreme as a performance material can get – and Meccaniche 
Veloci noticed it looks the part too. Such looks and performance 

needed all Brembo’s expertise to transform the material into a 
watch case – the process involves pressures in excess of 5,000 

bar to achieve
Thanks to the architecture of the case which, like other Quattro Valvole 

uses titanium screws to hold the case together, this a watch that is tough 
enough for almost anything. 

MECCANICHE VELOCI 
CARBO CERAMICO SILVER 

 MV-022   £8,920

Ball’s Engineer Hydrocarbon 
Spacemaster Orbital was specially 
designed to accompany Brian 
Binnie, the first Scot to go into space. 
Binnie broke through the 100km 
barrier to achieve weightlessness in 
2004 flying on board the privately 
funded SpaceShipOne re-useable 
spaceplane. SpaceShipOne won the 
$10 million Ansari X Prize, by reaching 
the 100km barrier twice in a two-week 
period with the equivalent of three people 
on board. SpaceShipOne was also the 
first privately funded aircraft to exceed Mach 
2 and Mach 3. Sporty, masculine and with 
undeniable character, the Orbital has a 45mm 
brushed titanium case that is packed with 
innovation. The revolutionary Ball amortized © 

locked rotor protection means the watch can 
survive a free fall of 5.2 metres. 

 SO-999   £20,000

U - 5 1 
is far and away 
U-Boat’s most complicated 
watch with an esoteric 59.6mm case 
composed of two  thick slabs of steel sandwiching 
a titanium body with five perpendicular rods locking 
the entire 200g behemoth down. Limited to 100 
pieces worldwide, a sterling silver plaque has been 
screwed to the titanium with the watch number and 
- because of the nature of silver - it will tarnish and 
grow old in its own time.
Inside the 19.6mm deep case is a vintage movement, 
the Arola-Alfred Rochat Lap Timer, based on the 
Valjoux with a 44-hour power reserve that is unique to 
U-Boat and will remain so as this monster spreads its 
tentacles around the globe.

U-BOAT U-51

 UB-090   £9,000


